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Variable Resources

Variable resources are types of electric power generation that rely on 
an uncontrolled, ñvariableò fuel (e.g. wind, sunlight, waves, tidal 
forces, and some types of rivers) to generate electricity. Most 
renewables fall into this category.

Reliably integrating these resources into the bulk power system will require 

significant changes to traditional methods used for system planning and 

operation. 

Ongoing efforts brought together by NERC and its stakeholders have the 

potential to fundamentally change how the system is planned, operated, and 

used ïfrom the grid operator to the average customer.



About NERC

ÁDevelop & enforce reliability standards

ÁAnalyze system outages and near-misses         

& recommend improved practices

ÁAssess current and future reliability

International regulatory authority for electric 
reliability in North America


