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February 21, 2002

Dr. Michael L. Corradini, Chairman

U.S. Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board

2300 Clarendon Boulevard

Suite 1300

Arlington, VA 22201

ATTN:  Dan Fehringer

Dear Dr. Corradini:

This letter is written on behalf of the High-Level Radioactive Waste Committee of the Western Interstate Energy Board, the energy arm of the Western Governors’ Association.  The Committee is charged with assisting Western governors in implementing policies that will enable the safe and uneventful transportation of radioactive waste under the Nuclear Waste Policy Act.  We trust that the enclosed information will be valuable to the Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board as it examines DOE’s proposed waste management system at its meeting in Las Vegas next Tuesday.

Over the past two decades, Western governors have developed and updated detailed policies on actions needed for the safe and uneventful shipment of spent fuel and high-level radioactive waste under the Nuclear Waste Policy Act.  Attached are current policies of the Western Governors’ Association that were adopted in 2000, 2001 and 2002.  The resolutions outline principles, policies, and implementation steps that should guide the development of a transportation system under the NWPA.

Also enclosed is testimony that the High-Level Radioactive Waste Committee provided to the NWTRB 12 years ago.  Although the character of the NWPA program has changed since then, and there has been a five-year hiatus in collaboration between the Western states and DOE to develop a transportation system, the concerns expressed 12 years ago remain.  A successful transportation program will require the collaboration of states.  A first step in building such collaboration would be for DOE to reengage regional organizations of states in its transportation activities.
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We thank you for this opportunity to share with the Board the views of Western states on transportation under the NWPA, an issue of significant importance to our region.

Sincerely,

/signed

Ken Niles, Chairman

High-Level Radioactive Waste Committee

Western Interstate Energy Board

cc: 
High-Level Radioactive Waste Committee


James Souby, Executive Director, Western Governors’ Association

Attachments:   WGA Policy Resolution 02-05


WGA Policy Resolution 01-03


WGA Policy Resolution 00-031
November 19, 1990 Testimony to the Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board
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