TO: 

WIEB Natural Gas Assessment Team 

FROM: 
Doug Larson 

DATE: 
May 17, 2004  

SUBJECT: 
Notes from May 14 Conference Call 

With representatives from seven states (CA, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY) and three provinces (AB, BC, SK) on the conference call, the Team agreed on the actions described below.  One item requiring immediate feedback is the Team’s preference for dates for a two-day meeting in Sacramento to:  (1) provide training on the North American Regional Gas model for interested states/provinces; and (2) hold a first workshop to get feedback from the industry and others on study plans and inputs.


PLEASE INDICATE BELOW WHICH DATES YOU WOULD PREFER AND EMAIL YOUR RESPONSE TO mlowry@westgov.org. 

____ I PREFER THE MEETINGS BE HELD ON JUNE 24-25

____ I PREFER THE MEETINGS BE HELD ON JUNE 28-29

Communications

· A web site to support the Team’s work has been established at http://www.westgov.org/wieb/natgas/index.htm. Team members are urged to send WIEB staff (dlarson@westgov.org) appropriate links or documents that should be added to the site. 

· Attached is the working list of information on Team members.  Please add to the information and email the revised form to mlowry@westgov.org.  The list will be an important way for Team members to communicate. 

North American Regional Gas Model

· CEC staff will prepare a summary description of the model and circulate it to the Team. 

· The CEC will hold a training session on the model for interested Team members. The session will likely be held in conjunction with first public outreach workshop. 

List of Question and Issues to Be Address

· Todd Peterson (CEC) reviewed two changes to the list of questions derived from the last conference call. 

· Questions were raised about where issues of unavailable gas resources would be addressed. Todd will add the issue under “B. Natural Gas Resource Availability.”  This could also be addressed in the study of sensitivities. 

· There will be a future need for the Team to address the natural gas storage questions, which will largely be part of the second phase of the Team’s work. 

· In addition to the list of questions and issues, the CEC staff will maintain a list of issues raised by the Team that can be addressed at various stages in the study. 

Draft Project Schedule  
· To assist in securing gas resource and demand data from states and provinces, the CEC staff will prepare an information piece that Team members can use in securing the cooperation of state/provincial agencies. The information will include: 

· Information on the project; 

· CEC staff contacts; and 

· Guidance on information needs from states and provinces and a draft data template for resource data (however, the data supplied to the CEC modelers does not need to fit the template). 

· Potential gas demand information that needs to be examined includes work by the Northwest Power and Conservation Council, information from natural gas suppliers in Nevada, historical and demand forecasts from Saskatchewan, and forecasts from Alberta’s Electric Utilities Board. 

· Assumptions of future gas demand for electric generation in the Western Interconnection need to be coordinated with assumptions by WECC and regional transmission planning efforts. 

· Information on Canadian gas resources can be found in the Canadian Energy Research Institute’s report “Potential Supply and Costs of Natural Gas in Canada.” 

· One of the major challenges will be integrating information from diverse sources into the modeling effort.  The CEC staff will develop a document describing the assumptions behind the data.  

· Initially the modelers need annual gas demand data, however monthly data will be needed later for the analysis of storage issues.  

· CEC staff would appreciate any narrative information on trends in gas supply and demand. 

· Adjustments were made to the schedule for public events, including: 

· Holding a workshop on preliminary study results the third week of October in conjunction with the WIEB and CREPC meetings; 

· Deletion of a formal meeting in conjunction with the July NARUC meeting in Salt Lake City; and 

· Combining training on the NARG model and a first outreach workshop on either June 24-25 or June 28-29 in Sacramento. 

· There was broad agreement that this is an ambitious project and additional time needs to be built into the schedule to accommodate reviews by policy makers and for the acquisition of data. 

Consultants’ Task List 
· Todd Peterson (CEC) reviewed the first draft of a list of tasks for consultants. Based on the discussion: 

· The CEC staff will assemble information on industry contacts they have used in past natural gas workshops; 

· The CEC list is being supplemented with information on additional contacts (e.g., natural gas associations). 

· The list will be circulated to the Team for additions and corrections. 

· Doug Larson (WIEB) will inquire with WGA on contacts on gas demand in Northern Mexico. 

· A suggestion was made to ensure that there is outreach to environmental/public interest groups. 

Possible Scenarios and Sensitivity Analyses  
· The CEC staff will further refine the definition of the base case. The base case will be discussed at a future Team conference call. 

· Regarding gas DSM sensitivity analysis, there is good data on California, but information on DSM outside California needs to be developed.  The initial contact point on gas DSM in California is Valerie Hall (916-654-5013)of the CEC staff. 

· Temperature sensitivity analyses need to be coordinated with weather sensitivity analysis being done by CREPC’s West-wide Resource Assessment Team and WECC. 

Next Conference Call

· The next Team conference call will be held on May 26 at 10 a.m. PDT/11 a.m. MDT.  Additional material will be sent to the Team before the call. 

