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Renewable Portfolio Standard

Nevada RPS: 20% by 2015



NV Renewable Energy Executive Orders

1. Streamlining the permitting process for 

renewable energy projects –Feb 16, 2007

2. Nevada Climate Change Advisory Committee 

–April 10, 2007

3. Renewable Energy Transmission Access 

Advisory Committee (RETAAC)- May 9, 2007

4. Renewable Energy Investment Advisory 

Committee (in progress)



RETAAC Committee Structure

14 voting members representing state agencies, utility, 
PUCN, and renewable energy industries. It is chaired by 
Dan Schochet (ORMAT).  

This committee has 7 subgroups:

•Geothermal

•Solar

•Wind

•Biomass

•Transmission Recommendations

•Environmental, Wild Life, and Permitting 

•Report preparation 



Scope and Purpose of the Committee
The Committee was charged to propose recommendations for 
improved access to the grid system by which renewable energy 
industries can set up and have market access in Nevada and 
neighboring states. 

Committee will:

• Identify sources of renewable energy in Nevada and existing/planned 
renewable energy power plants. 

• Identify existing and planned transmission access to these sources. 

• Make recommendations for additional transmission lines. 

• Work with utilities on network upgrades that will be required to bring in 
remote renewable generation. 

• Identify the most equitable way to pay for these upgrades so as to 
encourage the development of renewable sources in our state. 



Committee Works and Findings

•Developing maps that overlay the economically 
developable renewable energy resources with 
transmission facilities and the restricted areas by 
military, airspace and wildlife in Nevada. 

•Identifying and ranking priority zones for 
geothermal, solar, wind, and biomass resources.

•Assessing the transmission in the priority zone 
areas 

•Determining the feasibility of building transmission 
infrastructure 



Challenges Identified

• Network upgrades which may involve 

higher interconnection costs,

• Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

permitting issues, and 

• Right of way concerns.


