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1. Identification of WREZs (Phase 1)
2. Conceptual transmission from WREZs 

(Phase 2)
3. Coordinated procurement for renewables  

(Phase 3)
4. Institutional options to facilitate interstate 

transmission for renewables (Phase 4)
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Definitions

CSA ïReduction of raw resource areas to include 
areas meeting minimum criteria for resource quality

QRA ïRefinement of CSA to account for initial 
exclusion areas and selection of best resource areas

REZ ïEvaluation of QRA after application of all 
exclusion criteria



1. Develop exclusions (legal, land limitations)

2. Apply exclusions

3. Generate a grid (50 km)

4. Identify QRAs

5. Quantify other resources

¸ Biomass, small hydro, undiscovered 

geothermal and EGS, other resources

CSAs Transformed into QRAs in 

5 Major Steps





üApply wildlife categorizations

üBased on sensitivity criteria

üMay vary by state

üAfter considering wildlife sensitivity, decide 
whether a QRA becomes a WREZ



Case 1. Mid - Term Analysis of RPS Requirements
�± 10 - year analysis of LSE renewable resource preferences
�± Meet renewable portfolio standard targets throughout the West 

(8.5% of load)

Case 2. Mid - Term Analysis with Carbon Constraints
�± 10 - year analysis
�± 25% renewable energy penetration
�± 25% reduction of CO2 emissions

Case 3. Long - Term Analysis
�± 20 - year analysis
�± 33% renewable energy penetration
�± 50% reduction of CO2 emissions
�± Technology changes

Case 4. Superhighway Network Overlay


