
WGA Transmission Permitting 
Protocol meeting

• 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
• Agenda

– Introductions
– Protocol developments
– State and federal permitting processes
– Potential proposals to trigger Protocol
– Western Interconnection transmission 

planning



Chronology
• 2/01 Governors’ electricity crisis roundtable
• 5/01 Governors’ transmission roundtable
• 8/01 Governors direct development of permitting protocol
• 10/01 – 6/02 CREPC drafts and revises protocol based 

on governors’ instructions
• 6/02 Federal agencies express desire to join
• 6/02-9/02 12 governors and 4 federal agencies sign 

protocol
• 10/02 – present:  10 governors appoint lead persons; OR 

and WY governors sign executive orders
• 6/04 – report due to governors on Protocol 

implementation
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CANADA

UNITED STATES
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Scott 
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Features of the Western Protocol (1)
• Executed by 12 governors and 4 federal 

agencies
• Goal is collaborative reviews of 

interstate transmission proposals
• Does not preempt existing authorities

of any agency



Features of the Western Protocol (2)

• Permit review process
– Designate Project Teams
– Develop information to allow decisions 

on “need”
– Joint activities, records, environmental 

reviews, timelines, information requests
– Transparency of information

• Web site --
http://www.westgov.org/wieb/



Governors’ Request for Evaluation 
of Need for Enhanced 

Regional Electricity Function
• Governors directed that the value of a more 

formal regional electricity entity be explored
• CREPC examined 5 topical areas, including 

transmission permitting
• Finding adopted by CREPC in March:  

– Protocol is untested but should be adequate, 
unless federal pre-emption legislation is adopted

• Forward recommendations to governors for 
June meeting
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Source: Cambridge Energy Research Associates, Platts POWERmap®.
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Alternative 1, Solutions to Congestion
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Alternative 2, Solution to Congestion- Run 1
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