
    March 27, 2006 
 
The Honorable Arlen Specter 
Chairman 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
SD-224 DSOB 
Washington, DC   20510 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Ranking Minority Member 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
SD-224 DSOB 
Washington, DC   20510 

 
Dear Chairman Specter and Ranking Member Leahy: 
 
 On behalf of our fellow Western Governors we are writing to 
thank you for your leadership in shepherding a comprehensive 
immigration bill through your Committee.  As you know, the illegal 
immigration problem is greatly affecting many of our states.  We all share 
the desire to alleviate the burdens it has placed on our state and local 
governments, our business and our citizens. We cannot overstate either the 
importance of this problem to our States or our desire to see Congress act 
on this pressing problem.  We have attached a policy resolution that 
explains the position of the Western Governors in relation to the issue. It 
passed unanimously at our WGA meeting on February 28th.  As you begin 
the full-Senate debate on the immigration bill, we ask you to consider the 
positions laid out in our resolution.  In particular please note the 
following: 
 

• Border Security and Enforcement – We support your efforts to 
substantially increase the number of border patrol personnel and to 
enhance border security and surveillance through technological 
innovations.  We ask you to also consider adding language to 
authorize the completion of a comprehensive database that will 
interface with state, national and international criminal and 
terrorist databases, and includes state-of-the-art privacy safeguards.  
In addition, we believe that the construction of Western regional 
federal correctional facilities to house criminal aliens who have 
been apprehended and convicted in state criminal justice systems 
should be authorized. To the maximum extent possible, families 
that are detained should be kept together and kept separate from 
the general population in detention facilities. 

 
• Reimbursement of Costs Incurred by States – States and 

localities have incurred enormous costs as a result of the failure to 
control illegal entries along our international borders. We support 
your efforts to require the Department of Homeland Security to 
either assume responsibility for detained individuals or to 
compensate States for these costs. 
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• Labor Pool and Visa Issues – We support your efforts to more than double the number 
of employment-based visas, and particularly your efforts to increase them for the high-
tech and bio-tech industries as well as for seasonal hospitality workers.  

 
• Enactment of a Guest Worker Program is Essential – A national temporary guest 

worker program should be established to supplement areas where there are documented 
shortages of U.S. workers.  We heartily support your efforts to include a temporary guest 
worker program in the bill.  We agree that the sanctions that have been under discussion 
for undocumented individuals already residing in the U.S. such as fines, payment of back 
taxes, background checks, and demonstrating proficiency in learning English are 
appropriate and necessary.  We would oppose granting blanket amnesty to these 
individuals.  

 
 Thank you again for your leadership on this issue and for your consideration of 
these requests. 
 
     Sincerely, 
     
 

 
 
 
 

Co-lead on      Co-lead on  
Border Security/Illegal Immigration  Border Security/Illegal Immigration 
 

 
 
cc:  All members of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
 All members of the Western States Senate Coalition 
 
 
Attachment: WGA Policy Resolution 2006-01, “U.S.-Mexico Border Security and   
  Illegal Immigration 
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