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WGA report cites energy efficiency neasures
critical to neeting energy demand along the U S. -
Mexi co border

For | mmedi ate Rel ease
April 15, 2004

Contact: Rich Hal vey, WGA, 303-522-8177
Karen Dei ke, WGA, 720-840- 3526

ALBUQUERQUE - It is critical that energy efficiency
nmeasures be inplenented along the U S. -Mxico
border to neet growi ng demands that cannot be
addressed in the tinme it takes to build new
generating capacity, according to a new Western
Governors’ Associ ation report.

The report was rel eased at a WGA-sponsored North
Anmerican Energy Summit, being held through Friday
i n Al buquerque. One of the Sunmt’s goals is to
identify how the U S., Canada and Mexico can work
together to neet our energy needs in an
environnmental |y responsi bl e manner.

“This report creates a blueprint for making energy
efficiency a significant part of the Wst’s energy
policies, whether in the United States or Mxico,”
said Gov. Janet Napolitano of Arizona. “In Mexico
al one, the current generating capacity is expected
to be sufficient to neet demand only through the
next three years.”

G ven the need to plan appropriately and raise
financi ng, additional renewable and fossil-fuel
generating capacity will not come online rapidly
enough to neet energy demand that is increasing at
an annual rate of 5.6 percent in Mexico and
approximately 3 percent in the United States

The report, “Energy Efficiency in the Border

Regi on: A Market Approach,” reviews the economc
sectors that can yield significant energy savings
t hrough the application of energy efficiency
nmeasur es.

For exanple, the cities of Matanoros, C udad
Juarez, and Tijuana could see up to $17.1 mllion
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in energy costs savings, representing 326,000 negawatts of
power, through energy efficiency neasures inplenmented by area
el ectronics, furniture, and autonotive products conpanies.

A conparabl e study by the Sout hwest Energy Efficiency Project
found that individual and conmercial consuners in this fast
growi ng region could save $8.4 billion in energy costs from
2003 — 2020 if energy efficient neasures are used in
constructing new buil di ngs.

The neasures include installing cost-effective lighting and
heating or ventilation and air conditioning systens, which
could yield an average 26 percent savings on energy bills.
The report noted that energy efficiency nmeasures can not only
pay for thenselves over tinme but also |ower the bottomline
costs for businesses, which increases profits.

Contributors to the report, funded primarily by the U S.

Envi ronnmental Protection Agency, included staff fromthe New
Mexi co Energy, Mnerals and Natural Resources Departnent, the
California Energy Conm ssion, the Texas General Land Ofice,
the National Comm ssion on Energy Savings in Mexico, the Baja
California Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent, and the

Ti juana Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corp

Future actions to inplenment the strategies outlined in the
report will require cooperation between federal and state

of fices on both sides of the border. WGA will continue to
work on this project. A nonprofit organization called the
Border Energy Project also is working on hel pi ng busi nesses
address energy uses. A Border Energy Forumis set for Cct.
21-22, 2004, in Tijuana, Baja California, Mexico, to further
expl ore these issues.

A copy of the report and an agenda for the Energy Sunmit are
avai | abl e on the Wb at jww. westgov.org| The Western
Governors’ Association is an independent, nonprofit

organi zati on representing the governors of 18 states and
three U.S. -flag islands in the Pacific. Through their

Associ ation, the governors identify and address key policy
and governance issues in natural resources, the environnent,
human servi ces, econom c devel opnent, international relations
and public managenent.
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