
Western Renewable Energy Zones Project 
Joint Environment & Lands (E&L) and  

Zone Identification and Technology Analysis (ZITA) Work Group Workshop 
September 22 – 23, 2008 

Renaissance Hotel 
Denver, CO 

 
PROPOSED AGENDA 

Purpose: 
 Work groups meet separately to finish resource criteria and initial environmental exclusions; 
 Brief eachother on proposed resource and environmental criteria; 
 Identify and review combinations of criteria for conceptual Candidate Study Areas (CSAs); 
 Identify additional screens for later review once established draft boundaries for CSAs. 

Monday, September 22, 2008 
12:00 – 
1:00pm 

Group Lunch 

• Introductions and overview of Two Days 

• Overview of WREZ Objectives: development of regional 
transmission plans 

• Frame objectives for workshop and outcomes 

• Review progress made by E&L and ZITA work groups to date 

• Question & Answer 
Move to breakout 

A.Arnold, Kearns and West & 
Rich Halvey, WGA 

1:15 – 5:00pm 

 

E&L Work Group Meeting  

Overview of Objectives/Agenda:   
• Finish identifying Box 1 issues from “parking lot” (Box 2) 
• Discuss future workplan 

o What needs to be done before October 15? 
• Prepare presentation for ZITA work group 
• Adjourn until next day 

Madeleine West, WGA & Will 
Singleton, Singleton Strategies 

1:15 – 5:00pm 

 

ZITA Work Group Meeting  

Overivew of Objectives/Agenda:   
• Discuss definitions, and review criteria for draft candidate study 

areas (CSAs)  
• Discuss outputs for Generation and Transmission Modeling Work 

Group 
• Prepare presentation for E&L work group 
• Discuss next steps leading up to Technical Committee Meeting, 

October 14-15 
• Adjourn until next day 

Linda Davis, WGA & Abby 
Arnold, Kearns and West 

5:00 – 5:30 
pm 

Review of Draft Language for Non-REZ Renewables Black & Veatch, NREL & 
Work Groups 

5:30 – 
7:00pm 

RECEPTION Renaissance Hotel  



 
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 – Joint Workshop 
7:30 –  

8:00am 

BREAKFAST Renaissance Hotel  

8:15 –  

8:30am  

I. Overview of the Day, Review Objectives and Agenda 

 

Abby Arnold, Kearns and West 
& Rich Halvey 

8:30 –  

8:50am 

II. ZITA Presentation on Resource Criteria (methodology, key points 
of discussion, and outcomes) 

• Review ZITA renewable resource criteria maps  
• Present ZITA Criteria for CSAs 

Amanda Ormond & Lisa Szot, 
Co-chairs 

8:50 – 
9:10am  

III. E&L Presentation on Initial Exclusion Areas (methodology, key 
points of discussion, and outcomes) 

• Present statutory and regulatory land exclusions 

Pam Eaton & Brian Weber,  
Co-chairs  
 

9:00 – 
9:30am 

IV. Transmission Model Presentation 
• Status of model development 
• ZITA and E&L inputs 

Reactions/Question & Answer 

Doug Larson, WIEB 

9:30 – 
10:00am 

V. Supply Curve Analysis Presentation 
• How supply curves will be developed, ZITA and E&L inputs 
• How supply curves will impact ZITA and E&L 

Reactions/Question & Answer 

Black & Veatch, NREL 

10:00 – 
10:20am 

BREAK  

10:20 – 
12:00pm 

VI. Joint Discussion & Review Available Maps 

 Presentation of available maps 
 Joint Discussion 

o What data do we have/What data do we need? 
o How to get data? 
o How/if to subdivide areas? 

Black & Veatch, NREL 
Work Groups 

12:00 – 
12:45pm 

GROUP LUNCH 

 

Renaissance Hotel – TBD 

12:45 – 
3:00pm  

VII. Work Group Breakouts 
• Environment & Lands 

o Operational discussion to draft process for providing input to 
the WWHC, including: 

o Key dates for the WWHC out puts and deadlines for 
ELWG comment 

o Opportunities for interface with the WWHC  
o Suggestions to the WWHC for species that need 

attention (those affected by wind, solar and 
geothermal) 

o Potential sources of data that the WWHC should 
consider 

o Action plan and time line 
o Process for Box 3 issues 

o What can be addressed by Dec 31? By April 15? 
 

• ZITA 

 
E&L Work Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ZITA Work Group 



○ Next Steps for Supply Curve Analysis: Preparation for 
October 15-16, Technical Committee Meeting 

3:00 – 
3:30pm 

VIII. Group Discussion 
• Next Steps for Oct Technical Committee meeting 

o Steps for finalizing CSAs 
o Issues to send to Technical Committee 

 
Work Groups 

3:30 IX. Adjourn  
 


