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Honorable Jeff Bingaman
703 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable Barbara Boxer
112 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable Maria Cantwell

511 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.

U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510

Honorable Orrin Hatch

104 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable Tim Johnson

136 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable Lisa Murkowski
709 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable Jon Tester

204 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable John Thune

793 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable Mark Udall

B40E Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable Tom Udall

B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Honorable Ron Wyden

223 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
U.S. Senate

Washington DC 20510

Re: S. 561, the Federal Land Assistance, Management and Enhancement (FLAME) Act

Dear Senators,

The undersigned organizations wish to thank you for your leadership in introducing S. 561,
the Federal Land Assistance, Management and Enhancement (FLAME) Act. The Partner
Caucus on Fire Suppression Funding Solutions represents a highly diverse group of interests
that have come together for the specific purpose of advocating a fix for this funding challenge.
We believe that the establishment of the FLAME fund will help to move the USDA Forest
Service (USFS) and the Department of the Interior (DOI) towards a sustainable suppression
funding mechanism better suited to deal with the escalating costs of fighting emergency fires.

Wildfire suppression costs have grown tremendously in recent years and projections indicate
that this trend will only increase as a result of hazardous fuels build-up, changes in climate
conditions, and increasingly populated wildland-urban interface areas. These growing costs
severely hamper the land management agencies’ ability to fund other agency programs.
Without resolution, suppression costs will continue to consume a larger percentage of agency
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budgets year after year, subsequently reducing funding for and crippling critical programs and
projects.

The concept of “partitioning” the Forest Service budget offers a promising solution to the
financial crisis facing the agency. Funding the fixed costs of fire suppression separately from
emergency events would relieve the need for the Forest Service to devote close to 50% of its
budget to fire suppression and then borrow funds from other programs to pay for suppression
costs when the dedicated funds are not enough.

We greatly appreciate the leadership that you have demonstrated by introducing this
legislation. The FLAME Act, in partnership with the Administration’s FY10 proposed funding
levels for suppression and a contingency fund for emergency expenses, is an important step
in addressing the escalating costs of wildland fire suppression. We look forward to providing
any assistance that may be useful as you work to pass this important legislation in a
bipartisan manner to address the long-term wildfire suppression funding situation.

Sincerely,
The Partner Caucus on Fire Suppression Funding Solutions
cc: Majority Leader Harry Reid, Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
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