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Western Governors’ Association 
2013 Annual Meeting 
Montage Deer Valley 

Park City, Utah 
June 28-30, 2013 

 

Agenda 
 
Note: Dress code for meeting is business casual for all events (sport coats, slacks, no ties for men) 
 

Thursday, June 27th 

3:00 – 6:00 pm 
Grand Promenade 

Early Registration Open 

Friday, June 28th  

7:30 am – 5:00 pm 
Grand Promenade 

Registration Open 

10:30 – 11:00 am 
Grand Ballroom 

Opening Ceremony 
Presentation of the Colors -- Girl Scout Troop # 2471 
National Anthem –  Nathan, Daniel and Brad Herbert  
Canadian National Anthem – Cam Cahoon 
Opening Remarks – Governor Gary R. Herbert, WGA Chairman 
Special Guest Remarks – Ambassador Gary Doer, Canada 

11:00 – 11:45 am 
Grand Ballroom 

Keynote Speaker 
T. Boone Pickens, Chairman, BP Capital Management 

12:00 – 1:30 pm 
Grand Terrace  

All Attendee Lunch 

1:45 – 2:10 pm 
Grand Ballroom 

Keynote Speaker 
Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Department of the Interior 

2:10 – 3:30 pm 
Grand Ballroom 

Roundtable I:  Public Lands 
Moderator – Governor Bullock 
Governors and Premiers will discuss ways to bring state and 
federal resources into better alignment to improve the health and 
management of public lands.  Joining the Governors for the 
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discussion are Representative Rob Bishop; Neil Kornze, Principal 
Deputy Director of BLM; Jamie Williams, President, The 
Wilderness Society;  and Ronald W. Jibson, Chairman, President 
and CEO, Questar Corp. 

3:30 – 4:30 pm 
Grand Ballroom 

Roundtable II:  Endangered Species 
Moderator – Governor Otter 
Governors, Premiers and senior federal officials will discuss 
ways to strengthen federal-state cooperation on the review and 
decision-making on listing, management and delisting of 
threatened and endangered species.   Joining the Governors are 
Samuel D. Rauch III, Acting Assistant Administrator for 
Fisheries at NOAA and Dan Ashe, Director of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

4:30 – 5:00 pm Media Availability 
Interested Governors, Premiers  
The Governors will summarize the day’s events and release 
three new energy reports:  

• 10-Year Energy Vision: Goals and Objectives;  
• The State of Energy in the West; and  
• Energy Perspectives:  Western Governors and Premiers 

highlight their energy priorities. 

6:00 – 7:00 pm 
Grand Terrace 

Opening Reception 
 

Saturday, June 29th 

7:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Grand Promenade 

Registration Open 

9:15 am – 10:30 am 
Grand Ballroom 

Roundtable III: Healthcare 
Moderator – Governor Daugaard 
Governors, Premiers and invited guests will discuss state-based 
innovations in healthcare, ranging from insurance exchanges, 
expanding Medicaid coverage and meeting medical needs in 
rural communities.  Joining the Governors are Mike Leavitt, 
Former HHS Sec. and Founder and CEO of Leavitt Partners; 
Greg Poulsen, Senior Vice President and Chief Strategy Officer 
of Intermountain Healthcare; and Christopher Drumm 
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Senior Vice President of AmeriHealth Caritas. 

10:45 -- Noon 
Grand Ballroom 

Roundtable IV: Education 
Moderator – Governor Sandoval 
Governors and Premiers will discuss how to promote 
innovations in education.  Joining the Governors and Premiers 
for the discussion are Roy Romer, former Governor of Colorado 
and Special Advisor, The College Board; Daniel Greenstein, 
Director of Postsecondary Success Program, Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation; Dr. Bob Mendenhall, President, Western 
Governors University; and Neil Ashdown, President, iSchool. 

4:00 pm 
Montage Lobby 

All Attendees to depart Montage 

4:30 – 7:00 pm Special Advance Pre-screening of Disney’s New Movie The 
Lone Ranger— 
For WGA meeting attendees, Disney and the Utah Film 
Commission are screening a new major motion picture in 
advance of its nationwide release the following week. 

7:30 – 9:30 pm 
Vista Lounge 

Reception and Dinner – All Attendees 
Music provided by the Joe Muscolino Band 

Sunday, June 30th 

7:30 – 10:00 am 
Grand Promenade 

Registration Open 

7:45 – 8:45 am 
Grand Terrace 

Grab-N-Go Breakfast available 

9:00 – 9:10 am 
Grand Ballroom 

Keynote Speaker 
Bob Perciasepe, Acting Administrator and Deputy 
Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

9:10 – 9:20 am 
Grand Ballroom 

Keynote Speaker 
Daniel Poneman, Deputy Secretary at the Department of Energy 

9:20 – 10:40 am 
Grand Ballroom 

Roundtable V:  Energy 
Moderator—Governor Mead 
Governors and Premiers will discuss the North America’s 
energy future and the role western states and provinces can play 
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in that future.  Joining the conversation will be Daniel Poneman, 
Deputy Secretary at the Department of Energy and Bob 
Perciasepe, Acting Administrator and Deputy Administrator of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Topics to be 
discussed include harnessing domestic energy resources, 
investing in infrastructure and protecting the environment.   

10:40 – 10:50 am  
Grand Ballroom 
 

New Policy Resolutions and Election of Incoming WGA 
Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Governors will meet in public business session to review and 
approve new regional policy positions and elect new officers. 

10:50 – 11:00 am 
Grand Ballroom  
 

Incoming Chairman’s Remarks 
Governor Herbert will pass the gavel to the incoming Chairman.  
The Incoming Chairman will offer remarks on WGA strategic 
focus for the coming year.  

 
 



Keynote – T. Boone Pickens 
 

Friday, June 28, 2013 
11:00 – 11:45 a.m. 

Grand Ballroom 
Keynote Speaker 
T. Boone Pickens 
 
Introduced by 
Governor Herbert 

Biography 
 
T. Boone Pickens is one of the nation’s most successful businessmen, first 
building one of the nation’s largest independent oil company, Mesa Petroleum, 
and later reinventing himself in his 70s as one of the most successful investment 
fund operators with BP Capital. In July 2008, Boone launched the Pickens Plan 
(www.PickensPlan.com), a grass-roots campaign aimed at reducing this 
country’s crippling addiction to OPEC oil.  
 
Boone’s 2008 book, The First Billion is the Hardest, also detailed what this 
country must do to win back its energy independence. He is also aggressively 
pursuing a wide range of other business interests, from alternative energy 
options to Clean Energy, a clean transportation fuels company he founded and 
took public in May 2008 (the eighth entity he has helped go public in his career).  
 
CNBC has dubbed him “Oracle of Oil” for his uncanny knack of predicting oil 
price movements. His many professional honors include membership in the 
Horatio Alger Association of Distinguished Americans, the Texas Business Hall 
of Fame, and the Oklahoma Hall of Fame. In 1998, the Oil & Gas Investor listed 
him as one of the “100 Most Influential People of the Petroleum Century.” 
During the span of his career, Pickens has given away more than $1 billion to 
philanthropic causes. He is among the most generous university benefactors of 
all time, having contributed more than $500 million to his alma mater, Oklahoma 
State University, divided evenly between academics and athletics. 
 
If you want to follow Boone Pickens on Twitter, you can do so @boonepickens. 
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Keynote – Sally Jewell 
 

Friday, June 28, 2013 
1:45 – 2:10 p.m. 

Grand Ballroom 
Keynote Speaker 
Sally Jewell 
Secretary of the Department of the Interior 
 
Introduced by 
Governor Herbert 

Biography 
  
 
Sally Jewell was sworn in as the 51st Secretary of the Department of the Interior 
on April 12, 2013. 
 
Prior to her confirmation, Jewell served in the private sector, most recently as 
President and Chief Executive Officer of Recreation Equipment, Inc. (REI). Jewell 
joined REI as Chief Operating Officer in 2000 and was named CEO in 2005.  
 
Before joining to REI, Jewell spent 19 years as a commercial banker, first as an 
energy and natural resources expert and later working with a diverse array of 
businesses that drive our nation’s economy.  Trained as a petroleum engineer, 
Jewell started her career with Mobil Oil Corp. in the oil and gas fields of 
Oklahoma and the exploration and production office in Denver, Colo. where she 
was exposed to the remarkable diversity of our nation’s oil and gas resources. 
 
Jewell is a graduate of the University of Washington. She and her husband, 
Warren, have two adult children, Peter and Anne 
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Roundtable I – Public Lands  
 

Session Summary 
 

Friday, June 28, 2013 
2:10 – 3:30 p.m. 
Grand Ballroom 

 
Moderator:  
 
Montana Governor Steve Bullock 
 
Panelists: 
 
ROB BISHOP (UT), Member of Congress (UT), Chair of the House Natural Resources 
Public Lands and Environmental Regulation Subcommittee   
NEIL KORNZE, Principal Deputy Director, U.S. Bureau of Land Management  
JAMIE WILLIAMS, President, the Wilderness Society 
RON JIBSON, Chairman, President and CEO, Questar Corporation 
 
Topics: 
 
Forest and rangeland health, land exchanges, energy development, and invasive species 
management. 
 
Session Flow: 
 
Governor Bullock will provide welcome, opening remarks, and set the stage for the 
roundtable discussion 
 
Congressman Bishop will provide remarks on Congressional public lands priorities.  
 
Other panelists will be asked for brief remarks  
 
Governor Bullock will facilitate Q & A by the governors and wrap up the session.  
 
Discussion will focus on: 

• What are the most challenging issues facing the nation’s public lands? 
• What is hampering energy development on public lands? 
• How can all interested parties work more cooperatively together and have 

greater accomplishments on the ground?   
• How can we do a better job of balancing development, conservation and use of 

public lands? 
 



Biographies 
 
Representative Rob Bishop  
Representative Bishop served sixteen years in the state legislature, including 
as Majority leader and the unanimously elected Utah Speaker of the House.  
He is currently serving his sixth term as a member of the House of 
Representatives. 
 
Bishop serves on the House Natural Resources Committee, and is Chairman 
of the House Natural Resources Public Lands and Environmental Regulation subcommittee.  He 
is the co-founder of the Western States Coalition and past Chair of the Congressional Western 
Caucus. 
 
Prior to being elected he spent twenty-eight years as a high school teacher in Utah, focusing on 
American History and Government. 
 
Before coming to Congress, Rob was active in community theater, which is how he met his wife 
many years ago. As an avid baseball fan, Rob is a season ticket holder to the Salt Lake Bees and 
has coached in multiple leagues.   He is married to Jeralynn Hansen Bishop. They have five 
children and six grandchildren. 
 
He graduated magna cum laude from the University of Utah with a degree in Political Science.  
 
Jamie Williams 
President Jamie Williams joined The Wilderness Society in 2012.  Jamie leads The 
Wilderness Society in its mission to inspire Americans to care for our wild places. 
 
Jamie brings a wealth of experience, and a track record of outstanding 
achievement, to his role. Before coming to The Wilderness Society, Jamie led The 
Nature Conservancy’s work to protect large landscapes in North America. There he focused on 
helping Conservancy programs and key partners protect large landscapes through innovative, 
private and public finance.  He also spearheaded critical efforts to secure conservation funding 
in Congress, among many other accomplishments. 
 
Previously, Jamie also served as the Conservancy’s Northern Rockies Initiative Director (2007–
2010) and Montana State Director (1998–2007).  Jamie started working for The Nature 
Conservancy in 1992 as its NW Colorado Program Manager (1992-1997). 
 
Jamie came to conservation as a western river guide and wilderness instructor for the National 
Outdoor Leadership School. 
 
Jamie holds an M.E.S. from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and a B.A. 
from Yale University. 



 
Ronald Jibson  
Mr. Jibson is Chairman, President and CEO of Questar Corp.  Questar 
Corporation, based in Salt Lake City, Utah, is a natural gas-focused energy 
company with three major lines of business – retail gas distribution, interstate 
gas transportation and gas production – which are conducted through its three 
principal subsidiaries: Questar Gas, Questar Pipeline and Wexpro. 
 
Mr. Jibson joined Questar Gas (formerly Mountain Fuel Supply Co.) as a Design Engineer in 
1980 and held various engineering and administrative positions including:  Senior Vice 
President of Questar Gas and Questar Corp.;  Executive Vice President of Questar Gas 
Company; and also served as its Vice President of Operations and Director of Engineering. 
 
Mr. Jibson serves as Chairman of the Board of Questar Corporation and all its subsidiaries and 
has been a director of those entities since July 2010.  
 
He currently serves as Director of the Gas Technology Institute and chair of the Western Energy 
Institute. He lives in Salt Lake City where he is a director of the Salt Lake Chamber and Utah 
Economic Development Corp. and Chairman of the Board of Trustees for Utah State University. 
 
 



Roundtable II – Endangered Species  
 

Session Summary 
 

Friday, June 28, 2013 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
Grand Ballroom 

 
Guests 
 
SAM RAUCH III, Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries at NOAA 
DAN ASHE, Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Moderator  
 
Governor Otter 
 
Topics 
 
State-federal partnership in managing species, pending listings, improvements to ESA 
Act or implementation, impacts of budget cuts on species management, mapping of 
crucial habitat. 
 
Session Flow 
 
Governor Otter will share his thoughts on the ESA for about 5-10 minutes. 

He will ask the other governors if they would like to share their perspective. 

The Governor will then ask the panelists for their thoughts based on the following 
questions: 

• What do you think the role of states is under the ESA? 
• What changes to the ESA would you like to see that would better enhance that 

state/federal partnership?   What action needs to be taken to make these 
changes?  

• What opportunities –short of statutory fixes – could the states/federal 
government pursue to increase cooperation? 
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Biographies 
 
Dan Ashe 
Daniel M. Ashe was confirmed on June 30, 2011 as the 16th Director of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the nation's principal Federal agency dedicated to 
the conservation of fish and wildlife and their habitats.  
 
Prior to his appointment as Director, Ashe served as the Service’s Deputy 
Director for Policy beginning in 2009. 
 
Ashe also served as the Science Advisor to the Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service.  
Appointed to this position in March, 2003, he advised the Service Director and provided 
leadership on science policy and scientific applications to resource management.   
 
From 1998 to 2003, Ashe served as the Chief of the National Wildlife Refuge System.  From 1995 
to 1998, Ashe served as the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Assistant Director for External Affairs.  
From 1982 until 1995, Ashe was a Member of the Professional Staff of the former Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries, in the U.S. House of Representatives.   
 
Ashe is an avid waterfowl hunter, angler and tennis player.  
 
Ashe earned a graduate degree in Marine Affairs from the University of Washington.  
 
Sam Rauch 
Sam Rauch was appointed as the Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries on 
January 17, 2012. He oversees the management and conservation of marine 
fisheries and the protection of marine mammals, sea turtles and coastal fisheries 
habitat within the United States exclusive economic zone. The National Marine 
Fisheries Service protects and preserves the Nation's living marine resources 
through scientific research, fisheries management, law enforcement, and habitat 
conservation. 
 
He has served as the Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Programs since June 2006. 
In that capacity he oversaw all of the agency's regulatory actions, including those to support 
protected resources, sustainable fisheries, and habitat conservation. From January 2004 to June 
2006, Mr. Rauch served as the Assistant General Counsel for Fisheries.  Prior to joining NOAA, 
he served as a trial attorney and the Assistant Section Chief for the Wildlife and Marine 
Resources Section of the Environment and Natural Resources Division for the United States 
Department of Justice. 
 
Mr. Rauch holds a J.D. from Northwestern School of Law of Lewis & Clark College, an M.S. 
from University of Georgia, and a B.A. from University of Virginia.  



Roundtable III – Healthcare 
 

Session Summary 
 

Saturday, June 29, 2013 
9:15 – 10:30 a.m. 
Grand Ballroom 

 
Guests 
 
MIKE LEAVITT, Former HHS Sec. and Founder and CEO of Leavitt Partners 
GREG POULSEN, Senior Vice President and Chief Strategy Officer of  
   Intermountain Healthcare 
CHRISTOPHER DRUMM, Senior Vice President of AmeriHealth Caritas. 
 
Moderator  
 
Governor Daugaard 
 
Topics 
 
State level public healthcare, health insurance, health exchanges, innovative models 
improving health and lowering cost.   
 
Session Flow 
 
The moderator will introduce the panelists and ask each for five minutes of opening 
remarks.   
 
Following opening remarks, the moderator will pose a series of questions for them to 
answer.   
 
Q&A and discussion with Governors will follow each question. 



Biographies 
 
Michael O. Leavitt 
Michael O. Leavitt is the founder and Chairman of Leavitt Partners 
where he advises clients in the health care and food safety sectors.  
 
In 1993, Leavitt was elected governor of Utah. He served three terms 
(1993-2003). In 2003, he joined the Cabinet of President George W. Bush, 
serving in two positions: first as leader of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (2003-2005) and then as secretary of Health and Human Services 
(2005-2009).  
 
In previous roles, Leavitt served in the Cabinet of President George W. Bush (Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency and Secretary of Health and Human Services) and as a 
three-time elected governor of Utah.  In 1984, he became chief executive of The Leavitt Group, a 
family business that is now the nation’s second largest, privately-held insurance brokerage. 
 
Leavitt is a seasoned diplomat, leading U.S. delegations to more than 50 countries. He has 
conducted negotiations on matters related to health, the environment and trade. At the 
conclusion of his service, the Chinese government awarded him the China Public Health Award 
– the first time this award has ever been given to a government official. 
 
He earned a bachelor’s degree in business while working in the insurance industry.  He and his 
wife Jackie have been married nearly 37 years. They have five children and eleven 
grandchildren. The Leavitts live in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
 
Gregory P. Poulsen 
Greg Poulsen is Senior Vice President and Chief Strategy Officer for 
Intermountain Healthcare.  Mr. Poulsen has had direct responsibility for 
strategic planning, research and development, marketing, and policy for 
more than 20 years. He joined Intermountain Healthcare in 1982. 
 
Mr. Poulsen is a Commissioner for the Commonwealth Fund in 
Washington, DC, a leading health policy think tank. He has been a 
consultant to the Swedish Health Ministry and has provided counsel on 
health policy development in several other countries, including Great 
Britain, Canada, New Zealand, Australia, Norway, and Germany.  He is a national faculty 
member of the Stanford University School of Medicine and a guest lecturer at the Stanford 
Graduate School of Business.   
 
He serves on the boards of many community organizations and is the past chair of the Utah 
Foundation, a nonprofit public policy research organization. As a healthcare policy expert, he 



has appeared frequently before Congressional committees and participates in many national 
and international health policy forums. 
 
Christopher Drumm 
Christopher Drumm is Senior Vice President for Government and External 
Affairs of AmeriHealth Caritas. In this capacity, he is responsible for the 
organization’s interactions with Federal, state and local officials; 
legislative bodies; and other public entities. Drumm develops and 
implements strategies and programs that advance the business interests of 
AMFC, and foster positive and effective relationships with all interested 
stakeholders. 
 
A lifelong Philadelphian, Drumm has over two decades of experience in government and 
external relations. He has served as a legislative aide to Philadelphia City Council, as a 
legislative aide to a Member of the United States House of Representatives, as Assistant to the 
Chairman of the Delaware River Port Authority, and as Vice President for Government Affairs 
at Saint Joseph’s University. Drumm has also worked as a campaign manager for several 
candidates for public office. 
 
Drumm holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from LaSalle University and a 
Master of Governmental Administration from the University of Pennsylvania, where he 
received the designation of Fels Scholar in recognition of academic excellence. 
 
Drumm lives in the Fox Chase section of Philadelphia with his wife Maureen and four 
daughters. He coaches youth sports and is an active member of both his community and 
church, Saint Hilary’s Roman Catholic. 
F:\AM-UT\briefing\bios-health.docx 

 

 

 

 



Roundtable IV – Education 
 

Session Summary 
 

Saturday, June 29, 2013 
10:45 a.m. - Noon 

Grand Ballroom 
 
Guests 
 
ROY ROMER, former Governor of Colorado and Special Advisor, The College 
Board 
DANIEL GREENSTEIN, Director of Postsecondary Success Program  
  Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
BOB MENDENHALL, President, Western Governors University 
NEIL ASHDOWN, President, iSchool. 
 
Moderator  
 
Governor Sandoval 
 
Topics 
 

• innovative ideas/programs/best practices that governors can implement to 
better prepare their workforces for careers in in-demand jobs  

• strategies for how governors can better engage with their business 
communities and institutions of higher learning to achieve these goals etc.   

 
Session Flow 
 
Moderator will introduce guests for 5 minutes of prepared remarks.   
 
Governor Sandoval will ask a few questions to get the session started and then 
open to questions from other governors.  
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Biographies 
 
Roy Romer 
Special Advisor, The College Board 
The Honorable Roy Romer was Governor of Colorado for three terms, 
from 1986 to 1998. Romer was Chairman of the National Governors 
Association, Chair of the Educational Commission of the States and the 
National Education Goals Panel. He served as Superintendent of 
Schools for the Los Angeles Unified School District from 2000 to 2007. 
Additionally, he served the state of Colorado as State Representative, 
State Senator, Commissioner of Agriculture and State Treasurer. Romer 
was in private business as owner/operator of a ski area, a flight school 
and aircraft FBO; he was involved in John Deere businesses in several 
states. Most recently, Romer was Chair of Strong American Schools and 
joined the College Board as senior advisor in March, 2009. He has a degree in agricultural 
economics from CSU, a law degree from the University of Colorado and studied ethics at Yale 
University. Romer is father of seven, grandfather of 19. 
 
Daniel Greenstein, Ph.D. 
Dr. Daniel Greenstein is the Director of Education, Postsecondary Success at 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  
 
Before joining the Foundation, Greenstein was Vice Provost for Academic 
Planning and Programs at the University of California Office of the 
President. He had administrative responsibility for system-wide academic 
programs – the University of California Press, the California Digital Library, 
the University’s Education Abroad Program and internship programs in 
Washington DC and Sacramento – and acted as the director for UC Online Education – a new 
effort to integrate online education into the university’s undergraduate curriculum. 
 
 Greenstein has led, in some cases founded, several internet-based academic information 
services in the US (the California Digital Library) and the United Kingdom (the Arts and 
Humanities Data Service), and served on boards and acted in strategic consulting roles for 
educational, cultural heritage, and information organizations. 
 
He holds degrees from the Universities of Oxford (DPhil) and Pennsylvania (MA, BA) and 
began his professional life as a senior lecturer in Modern History at Glasgow University.  
 
Robert W. Mendenhall, Ph.D. 
Robert W. Mendenhall has been President of Western Governors 
University (WGU) since 1999, the same year the university enrolled its 
first students. WGU is a private, not-profit, online university offering 
competency-based degrees, meaning that students earn degrees by 



demonstrating competency — what they know and can do — rather than by accumulating a 
certain number of credit hours or clock hours.  
 
WGU currently offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business, information technology, K-
12 teacher education, and healthcare (including nursing). The university has more than 38,000 
students in all 50 states, and continues to grow at over 30 percent annually. 
 
Dr. Mendenhall has more than 25 years of experience in the development, marketing, and 
delivery of technology-based education. Prior to joining WGU, he was general manager of 
IBM’s K-12 education division, overseeing a $500 million worldwide business. From 1980 to 
1992, he was a founder, president, and CEO (from 1987) of Wicat Systems, Inc., a publicly 
traded company which was a leader in providing computer-based curriculum, instructional 
management and testing to schools, and technology-based training to government and 
industry. 
 
Neil Ashdown 
Neil Ashdown is President of iSchool Campus.  Prior to joining 
iSchool he served as chief of staff for Governor Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., 
after serving previously as deputy chief of staff for policy. Prior to his 
role in the Huntsman administration, Ashdown served as deputy 
director of the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget and as the 
chief economist to governors Leavitt and Walker. Ashdown is also the 
past president of the Wasatch Front Economic Forum, the Utah 
chapter of the National Association for Business Economics. 
 
Ashdown received his doctorate in political science with a focus in international political 
economy, public policy, and administration from the Nelson A. Rockefeller College of Public 
Affairs and Policy at the State University of New York (SUNY) in Albany. 



Keynote – Bob Perciasepe 
 

Sunday, June 30, 2013 
9:00 – 9:10 am 
Grand Ballroom 

 
Biography 

 
Bob Perciasepe 
 
Bob Perciasepe is currently both the Acting Administrator and the 
Deputy Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  
Bob Perciasepe continues a career spanning nearly four decades as one 
of the nation’s leading environmental and public policy figures. An 
expert on environmental stewardship, advocacy, public policy, and 
national resource and organizational management, Perciasepe is widely 
respected within both the environmental and U.S. business 
communities. 
 
His extensive experience includes service both inside and outside of government. He 
served as a top EPA official in the administration of President Bill Clinton, who 
appointed him, first, to serve as the nation’s top water official and later as the senior 
official responsible for air quality across the U.S. Prior to being named to his current 
position, he was chief operating officer at the National Audubon Society, one of the 
world’s leading environmental organizations. He has also held top positions within 
state and municipal government, including as Secretary of the Environment for the 
State of Maryland and as a senior official for the City of Baltimore. 
 
Perciasepe holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Natural Resources from Cornell 
University and a master's degree in planning and public administration from the 
Maxwell School of Syracuse University. He and his wife have two adult daughters. 



Keynote – Daniel B. Poneman 
 

Sunday, June 30, 2013 
9:10 – 9:20 am 
Grand Ballroom 

 
Biography 

 
Mr. Poneman is the Deputy Secretary of Energy. Under the leadership of 
Secretary of Energy Steven Chu, Mr. Poneman served as Chief Operating 
Officer of the Department.  
 
Mr. Poneman first joined the Department of Energy in 1989 as a White House 
Fellow. The next year he joined the National Security Council staff as Director 
of Defense Policy and Arms Control. 
 
From 1993 through 1996, Mr. Poneman served as Special Assistant to the 
President and Senior Director for Nonproliferation and Export Controls at the National Security 
Council. His responsibilities included the development and implementation of U.S. policy in 
such areas as peaceful nuclear cooperation, missile technology, space-launch activities, 
sanctions determinations, chemical and biological arms control efforts, and conventional arms 
transfer policy.  
 
Prior to assuming his responsibilities as Deputy Secretary, Mr. Poneman served as a principal of 
The Scowcroft Group for eight years, providing strategic advice to corporations on a wide 
variety of international projects and transactions. Between tours of government service he 
practiced law for nine years in Washington, D.C. - first as an associate at Covington & Burling, 
later as a partner at Hogan & Hartson - assisting clients in regulatory, policy and transactional 
matters, international arbitration, commercial real estate financing, export controls, and 
sanctions and trade policy. 
 
Mr. Poneman received A.B. and J.D. degrees with honors from Harvard University and an 
M.Litt. in Politics from Oxford University. He has published widely on national security issues 
and is the author of Nuclear Power in the Developing World and Argentina: Democracy on 
Trial. His third book, Going Critical: The First North Korean Nuclear Crisis (coauthored with 
Joel Wit and Robert Gallucci), received the 2005 Douglas Dillon Award for Distinguished 
Writing on American Diplomacy. Mr. Poneman is a member of the Council of Foreign 
Relations. 
 
Mr. Poneman lives in Virginia with his wife, Susan, and their three children. 



Roundtable V:  Energy 
 

Session Summary 
 

Sunday, June 30, 2013 
9:20 – 10:40 a.m. 
Grand Ballroom 

 
Speakers 
 
Daniel Poneman, Deputy Secretary, Department of Energy 
Bob Perciasepe, Acting Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Moderator 
 
Governor Mead 
 
Session Flow 
 
The session will open with a short video of Governor Herbert and Hickenlooper 
talking about regional cooperation on energy.  Governor Herbert will introduce 
Governor Mead to manage the discussion. 
 
Session will give Governors a chance to highlight their regional and state energy 
issues and policies and raise concerns and suggestions regarding federal policy. 
 
Governor Mead will ask the panel members to address what steps states (or 
federal agencies) are taking to develop their own energy plans/strategies for any 
of the following: 
 

o Economic development and competitiveness 
o Efficient/effective regulation 
o Balancing the energy with the environment, or 
o Education/innovation and new technologies 

 
At the conclusion of panel member remarks, Governor Mead turns to the 
governors and premiers for questions 
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