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Presentation Objectives 

 

ÅOverview of RDEP 

 

ÅRDEP - Connection with HabiMap and the 
concept of data sharing  

ÅImportance of data sharing for future efforts 

 



Purpose of RDEP 

ÅFoster environmentally responsible production of 
renewable energy 

ÅPromote efficiency and standardize permitting  

ÅAllocate areas and sites for renewable energy 
development 

ÅEmphasis previously disturbed sites and areas with 
low resource conflicts 

ÅBuild off the Solar PEIS 

ÅAmend BLM RMPs as appropriate 

 



RDEP proposes toé 

ÅIdentify Renewable Energy Development 
Areas (REDAs) 
ÅAreas with low resource sensitivity 

ÅWind and solar energy at any scale 

Å Where to promote development 

ÅIdentify a Solar Energy Zone (SEZ) 
ÅUtility-scale solar energy development  

Å20 megawatts or more 

ÅIdentify Design Criteria and Best 
Management Practices 



RDEP a step-down to Solar PEIS 

ÅRDEP identifies additional acreage available for 
renewable energy (solar and wind)  

ÅRDEP streamlines the process for projects in 
variance areas identified in the Solar PEIS. 

ÅRDEP proposes the identification of one new Solar 
Energy Zone (SEZ) 

 



RDEP is a collaborative effort 

Cooperating Agencies 
ïArizona Department of Water Resources 

ïArizona Game & Fish Department 

ïArizona State Land Department 

ïArizona Corporation Commission 

ïArizona Department of Environmental Quality 

ïCentral Arizona Water Conservation District 

ïMohave County 

ïUS Bureau of Reclamation 

ïWestern Area Power Administration 

ïNational Park Service 

Public outreach 

 



Consultation and Coordination 

Å Consultation with 23 Federally recognized tribes 

Å Environmental Protection Agency 

Å Department of the Interior  
ï Bureau of Land Management 

ï Bureau of Reclamation 

ï Bureau of Indian Affairs 

ï Fish and Wildlife Service 

ï National Park Service 

Å Department of Defense 

ï Military installations in Arizona 

Å USDA Forest Service 



Outreach Activities 
Arizona BLM RAC 
 

State Agencies and Officials 
Governor's Office 

Arizona Corporation Commission 

Arizona State University 

Dept. of Water Resources 

Dept. of Environmental Quality 

Dept. of Mines and Minerals 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 

Arizona Geological Survey 

Arizona State Land Department 

 

Military Installations in Arizona 
 

Counties and municipalities 
 

Utilities 
      Arizona Public Service 

      Salt River Project 

      Tucson Electric Power 

      Western Area Power Administration 

 

Environmental Organizations 

    Defenders of Wildlife 

      Natõl Resources Defense Council 

      Sierra Club 

      Sonoran Institute 

      The Nature Conservancy 

      The Wilderness Society 

      Arizona Wilderness Coalition 

      Friends of the Sonoran Desert 

 

Congressional Staff   

Public Meetings 



Scope of the REDAs 

Identify Renewable Energy Development Areas 

(REDAs) 

ÅDisturbed lands with low resource sensitivity   

ÅWide range technologies (wind and solar) 

ÅAvailable for multiple scales of development (e.g., 

utility, community, small scale, etc.) 

ÅMulti-jurisdictional partnership opportunities 

ÅLocated within variance lands 

ÅProgrammatic analysis 



Areas with Known Sensitive Resources (Eliminated from REDA Consideration) 

BLM Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern 

Indian lands, Military lands AZ Game and Fish Dept. wildlife corridors 

BLM Backcountry Byways State Parks, State Wildlife Areas 
USFWS critical habitat for Threatened and 
Endangered Species 

BLM Designated Wilderness & WSA US Fish and Wildlife Service Lands BLM sensitive species habitat 

BLM Land with Wilderness Characteristics US Forest Service Designated Wilderness Tortoise habitat category 1, 2, 3 

BLM Lands with Wilderness Inventory 
areas 

US Forest Service Established Research 
Natural Areas 

National Wetland Inventory wetlands 

BLM Visual Resource Management Class 
1, 2, 3 

US Forest Service Inventoried Roadless 
Areas 

Water bodies (lakes, dry lakes, and rivers) 

BLM Special Recreation Management 
Areas 

US Forest Service Heber Wild Horse and 
Burro area 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency100-year floodplains 

BLM Right-of-Way exclusion or avoidance 
areas 

US Forest Service Special Interest 
Management Areas 

Severe soils 

National Monuments Airports (1/4 mile buffer) 
>5% slopes (or >15% for areas with wind 
potential) 

National Conservation Areas Urban areas 
Easements (The Nature Conservancy, 
Audubon Society, and private) 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 
AZ Game and Fish Dept.  Conservation 
Potential 

BLM herd management area 

National Parks System Units (including 
Petrified Forest Expansion Act of 2004) 

AZ Game and Fish Department big game Areas with known mineral deposits 

National Parks System National Historic 
Trails (1/4 mile buffer) 

Special Status Species or T and E species 
locations 

Gila River Terraces 



Identify all REDAs and proposed Agua Caliente SEZ 

REDAs = Disturbed lands and areas of low resource sensitivity 

Alternative 1: Maximum REDA 



Alternative 2: Transmission Line/Utility Corridor REDA 

Identify REDAs/SEZ within 5 miles of transmission, designated utility corridors, 

and reasonably foreseeable lines 



Identify REDAs/SEZ near load demand including towns, CAP project features, 

and Palo Verde Nuclear Power Plant and town of Gila Bend 

Alternative 3: Load Offset REDA 



Alternative 4: Water Conservation and Protection 
Water protection zones categorize REDAs/SEZ into 3 water management 

zones, Protection Zone 3 has more stringent design features than 

Protection Zones 2 or 1  

 



Alternative 5:  
Land Tenure REDA 

Identify REDAs previously 

identified for disposal, trade  

for lands with high 

conservation value 


