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Key points covered 

ÅDiffering roles Bureau has played in transfers 

ÅCurrent draft guidelines 

ÅRecommendations 
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Water Transfers: Varying Roles 

Å Review requests for transfers involving Reclamation project water 

Å Implement changes in water deliveries and system operations 
pursuant to approved transfers 

Å Lease and purchase water within Reclamation projects to fulfill  
specific federal mandates 

Å Administer water transfer programs to fulfill federal mandates 

Å Conduct pilot water transfer programs 



Reclamation banking, lease programs 

ÅPecos River , NM, TX 

ÅSnake River Basin, ID  

ÅKlamath River Basin, OR, CA  

ÅTenaway River Basin, WA 

ÅYakima River Basin , WA 

ÅCVPIA, CA 

ÅSystem Conservation Pilot Program, AZ, CA 



Klamath Basin 
Augment instream flows for variety of federal purposes 

 

       2001 Pilot Programs, during 2001 drought: 

ïGroundwater Purchase Program - USBR leased 65K af  
groundwater  

ïIrrigation Demand Reduction Program - USBR leased 38K af 
from irrigators, who fallowed land  

2002-08 Rangeland Trust Contract 

ïUSBR leased 13K af from ranchers, reduced herd sizes 80 
percent 

2009: program transferred to the Klamath Water & Power 
Authority.  Bureau funds and manages ongoing Klamath Basin 
restoration program. 

 
 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/instream-flows/Images/pdfs/WaterLeasingReview2003.pdf


System Conservation ς Lower Basin  Pilot 

- authorized in 2006, reauthorized in 2008-10  

- pilot agreements to provide  supplemental  
water related to irrigation drainage water 
bypassed to Cienega de Santa, Yuma Desalting 
tƭŀƴǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ  

ïBOR ŀƴŘ a²5κt±L5 όaŀȅ Ψлсύ 

ï.hw ŀƴŘ ¸aL55 όCŜō ΨлуΣ hŎǘ ΨлуΣ 5ŜŎ Ψлфύ 



System Conservation ς Lower Basin  Pilot 

ÅBOR agreement with MWD/PVID 
ïOne time agreement 

ï$170/acre-foot 

ÅBOR agreements with YMIDD 
ïThree separate agreements, approx 3,500 af each 

ï2008: $120/acre-foot 

ï2009: $90/acre-foot 

ï2009: created 3-acre minimum for fields enrolled 



Remote sensing long 

used in Bureau water 

management 
 

Reclamationôs Lower 

Colorado River Accounting 

System  

 

Evapotranspiration and 

Evaporation Calculations  
 



Mesilla Valley, New Mexico.  

Landsat-7 scene, delineated pecan orchards 

(as white polygons). 

 

 

 

 
From New Mexico WRRI Technical Completion Report No. 357 

ESTIMATING WATER USE THROUGH SATELLITE REMOTE 

SENSING 

 

 

Advances in RS 

allow tracking of crop 

CU at finer spatial and 

temporal scales: 

 

-  field, sub-field scale  

-  every two weeks 


