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{4 We-sell about8,000,f00 pounds yearly, or
day 300 cars. People bavn't yet learned to
raise their own bacon in this country, and, as
they are obliged 1o have mest, #e sell itto
them. They are improving in_this line,
however. and I doubt if our trade will amount
to?nite s»'much this year,”

“*And you think Athens is on a boom T’

“Undoubtedly.’ I have never known so
mauch building going on as now, aud the pros-
pects are even brighter pow than the ave
evar been, The long locked up cupital is be-
glnping to come out, and we'feel pretty sure
now of a successtal future, Our rail -
cilities are uafly getting better, while the
general outlook is proniising %Agh,"

Leaving this house I come™ to another
which Is ranked among  the strongest and
ataunchest of the city.

8.’ C. DOLEE. .

“I am seeking information about Athens,”
T said to Mr. 8 C. Dobbs, as [ entered his
establishment yvesterday mornimi). Wil
you tell me something about your businews?”

" .Qu not mind,” he returned, ‘'Lavea

13

““Athens seers in a slir; do you take much
stock in her present activity "

“Well, I reckon as much as apybody. We
bave never known s0 much bustle in business
circles, and as for the generul oneof the
sprirt of improvement. surely the like hus
never been seen.”

Mr. Dobbs is one of the represcnlative mer-
chants of Athens, and whoen ho spesks it iy
not simuply to hen mself talk. e went
through the “latsAinplensantiness” nd came
home  pennilery/ starting his  present enors
mous business By wvothing but
thic closest at affairs, be worked
steadily nlong, uever having or secking the
advice of a partner, und his succesy iy sulely
due to bis own individuual enterprise brought
to bear upon the trade in the r h'hl way.

*1 um glud that you are here,” he sald, “for
we nll Jike Tur CoNsTITUTION because it is
lusing fast the name of being a local journal,
und iy now reaching oul its arms to benefit all
of Giegrgia and the suuth. Up here wo think
there is no paper like THE CaNstiruTioN, und
it is putting in its shoulder bits in the right
direction. . Every time it shows up a Georgia
town it helps the resources of the state. 1
shall Le only too glad 10 tell you anything I
know. lasw also glad that you are so well
plensed with our town; we have u young giant
here and intend letting the world know 1t."

*'What is your business?”

[ desl In" staple’ dry goods, groceries and
provisions.”

“Dou you sell at wholenaie?”

“Yes, botl wholesule and retail. I travel a
man all the Lime, snd sell over n suarter of a
mitlivn doliars worth of goods und fertilizers,
In gouds ulone [ selt over $200,000 annually,
while my fertilizers run the amwount up to
£260,000,"

“Atliens seems to bave a very good terri-

tory. . .
““Yes, I sefl down us far a3 Gainesville, go
into Suuth Caroling, almost the entire lengih
of the Georgia ruilromd, over the Elberton
branch and throughout novtheast Georgia ™
“Are you satistied with your freight rutes?”
*1 cunnot say tbat I conld complain, be-
cause we get just as- good rales on nearly
everything that Atlantu and Augusta do, and
thig ought to satisfy us. We are now geiting
meat over the Bultimore and Obio railroad av
as good retes from Chicego as Atlanta en-
joyed. No, we cannot kick against freight
rates, What we want, however, is better
railroad fucilities. We want that Madison
ruad, which will give us a bran new country
und give usa new and shundant supply of
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bas been more inclined to work for the wel-
fare of Athens than these gentlemen. 'Mr.
Jolin Talmadge was one of the prime movers
in the Northeastern railroad’ project; which
has ‘proven of more. solid. advaniage: to the

city than any enterprise ever undertaken. I{

think I may safely say that the success of the
}::suse is dno‘:is mu‘ch : tob:huir'lncﬂultian tz
tar a spirit of pablic enterprise an
live up to it as anything else. - Nothi
ever comes alo 1
have a hand in. One'of the first men I 'met
here was Mr. Hodgwon,
courtesy I was given & delightful drive over
the city. and saw for the Brsttime what a pret-
ty place it is. Nothing wins the stranger's
heart Bs these small courtesies, arid ‘nothing
80 helpsto give the town a good name as this
{eeling of ho?il&ll‘:g to visitoms.. If 1 had
been here and_ failed to receive these little fa- |

vors, perhaps I would not have gone away |.

with such pleasant memories. There isnoth-
ing “stuck up'’ about the people of Athens;
a more . whole-souled, hospitable set 1 never
saw, True, there is & touch of cullure and
refinemwent everywhere visible, but then the

commonest mind must be impressed by it. |

THE BUSINGSS,
When Mr. Talniadge bad finished a ramble
through the bulldinf, 1 fellin again with Mr.
Hodgsop, who fell to, and gave me some
interesting fucts about the volume of their
businesa.
“In what do you deal?” I nsked.
“Groceries of all kinds, dry goods and
sen."

shoes.
*'What nmount of business doyondoina
yeur?"

. “About haila million now, but we must
sypon pass that, becanse our business has been’
gradually gaining since ita com:vencement,
and the pro&mrt\onule increase 15 kept up
ouch year. The coming season promisca wo
well that we expect to do our heaviest trude,

Athens has probably proven a puzzl: to
many people throughout Georgin who uLave
heard of her prosperity, but they would be
sstounded were we able tounlock from these
private vaults all the money that is hoarded
there by our older wealthy citizens, and which
should properly be given to the business of
tho town. Butlguess you have heard that
already this mioney is graduially coming to
the jvurfnce, and we enter our new ¢ra of

Emsserlty with encourngernents on every

and.”

“I presnme you wholesale?”

“You, and retail also. We consider that

our liouse does the largest trude in Athueig,
next to Reams Nicholson & Co. We dell
goods in everv bamplet, town and village of
northeast Georgia, as far as Clarksville and
nearly to Augusta and up to Madison."

Do you use tha druromer system?”

. "Yes, we travel two men ntl the time, and
find we must do; this in order to keep puce
with the rest of the world."”

“Can you compéte with Atlanta?’

“We sell goods just as Jow as uny town in
the state not excepling Atlanta, Mucon, Au-
gusta or Suvannah, We are now geuting ter-
minal rates, which, ol course, puts us on just
as good a footing as anybody.. We liave jus
as wach right to sall goods two bundred wiles
from our duors as Atlanta. The Northeastern
rond was our salvation, but we now nes
other outlets to give us our true importance,

that- they - do motj

and through his|-W

and we intend to have them. Our people are
showing mwre of  Atlanta’s spirit than ever
before, and I cunnot name 8 single leading
man in Athens who does not come up to the
seratch when uny '\n?anm'-u' raens” s for our
prosperity i put on foot

“How 15auy men do you employ?

“luall about thirty. It requires « < wag-
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sonruslly, sad {f ¢..s be edded to wy other
businesy, the fizures niount™np to $650,000 as
the gross amount. 1 Lave an elcgant new
fire. proc: warciouse made of brick and
tin which I built myself. It is 110 by 116
feet. * I uiso built my store house, 33x130 feet
in size."”

The warebouse is just in the rear of the
storo and is 8 model of convenience every
way. “I have an advantage,” said Mr.
Dobbs, *‘in being nearer than anyone else to
the new Georgia depot. I am going to extend
my warebouse, making it about half as lurfe
in which will give me enough capacity, In
ﬁfl'nenly 17,000 square feet of g "

“How is business just &t this season?’’

-
Y

e
" ""We cannot enter a single word of com-
e | pluint. At present we are selling from $12,.-

000 to $15,000 per month. In the winter sea-
son, however, I average about $25,000 monthly.
My trade in corn and meat is very heavy.
Then I am agent for Chess, Carley & Co., for
kerusene oll, and get {t by th- car luad. My
oi} trade i3 a big item in " the business. Iam
ulso sole ngent for Coata’s thread. I have had
to cumpete with the strongest men in Athena
and have built all 4 have ot of my own
weans. I am strictly a cash buyer and seller.
The surest siyn of our country's prosperity is
that the credit systemm s fust playing
out ond people are paylng the money for
what they get or eise they do not buy. ~This
bonding business was a terrible humbuy as
well as a calamity on the people.’”
Thanking Mr. Dobbs for his information, I
went around on Clayton street and suw
TALMADOE, HODGEON & €O,

This irm has lind & career of which they
should reaily be proud. No hoase In Athens
stands higher in public estimation, and I have
never met & mory perfect set of gen'temen in
my lite. They secin l.horougbly imbued with
the spirli of the age, and whenever they can
plant a shoulder drive in the interest of "Ath-
ens - they como squarely to the front and
strike boldlyand learlessly, They are all young
nen under thirty-five, and are alive’ to overy
new enterprise thal come. Alonﬁ. Just now
they are taking the leading part in the water
worka thit are soon o be erccted, and to their
efforts, probably, more than uny othem in
town the success of ‘he water works project
s due. They have worked hard, uludrod the
best interest pf Athens, and know just exactly
what the cit}ywunls. T dm not surprised Lhat
they stand so high A3 citizens no more than I
am that they tuko stith rank as solid, sterling
business men. O

THE RISTORY)OF THIS HOUNE
hiss boen a peculiar ope in point of brilliant
achievenent, and terves as a valuable lesson
4o young men growing up seeking cnllir:ipt

The present firm wus started some fftcen
yeam ago by Mr. Jolin 'E. Talmadgs inu little
corher just across the street, where he kept a
peanut stand, At this place the frst bifl-of
goods he ever bought was from Reaves, Nich-
olson & Co.. nmounting to two handred dal-
lars, and on which he was given thirty days
time.  [tis needless to say that with thesame
promptness which has since eharacterized the
' { obligativns of ‘the firn. Mr. Talmadge met
1 this one without an hour's delay and thus es-
| tublished a permanentcredii.

‘Bome time aftdr this himbrother, Mr. R. G.
Talmadis camo in and the two conducted the
business logether,- 1t was not long before
they had mors than they could do and sought
1 r quarters, Everybody pralsed the young
fellows, and their reliability brought” them
friends from every quatter.  This season ef

Im:t)erily continued until 1870, when Mr, E.
.14 Hodgson wasgiven a third interest ic the
house,' He had just returned from  Pough.

1
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=, 000 bales |

‘road “fac ?
_*Without doubt. The contihunation of the

pared to demunstrate. We are

1. The largest tobacco dealurs in the city.
_ 2. The largest tlour dealers,

3 Thle largest general city trade.

n tol we probably doable any otber
house in the city, sur irade in this branch
alone being about $75,000, '

Our flour trude is enormous, and we L %en
buy ten cars ut one order. In ien cars there
are 230,000 pounds—1,250 barrels.

“What is this worth?"’

“*About $1,000 a car, .or $10,000 for ilie ten.
Yearly we handle ‘over 100 cars, 2,500,000
pounds, 12,500 barrels; worth $100,000.

“Qur city trade bringe us In $60,000. These
items will give you an idea as to the extentof
our business, and they need no embellish-
ment at my hands; they: speak for them-
selves.” .

“In meay,' continued Mr. Hodgson, " we
handie one hundred cars adnually, or 2,59,-
000 pounds.”

“‘How about corn?”’: .

I guess we sell over two Lundred cars of
corn, mostly western corn. Two. hondred
thousand bushels of corn is a big quantity for
one house, but our figures will reach thal fur.
We bave just gotten in five cars of bagging
snd ten car louds of sujt in oddition to what
I have nientioned. i :

*Another imporiantjand rather odd festure
with ts, is that during the Christinas holidsys
wu ahip from two to three solid cars of candy.
One would think thatia car load of canl!vy
would oupgly all the children and darkies in
northeast Georgia, but we send out three and
know that our compelitors send out large
quantities besides”" |

‘Do you adopt the cash aystem '’

“Almost entirely. Bometimus we sell to
kilt edge parties on thirty days, which iy
equivalent to cash, of course. The credit nys-
tem in {ast becoming a thiog of the past all
over this section, the peupls baving nwukened
1o the faot that it doesn’t pay.'

“*Do you buy cotton?"

“No, hutwe sell it. Weo only lnaugumted
this branch of our busiripss last year, and that
season we sold 12,000 bales of “cotton. This
huulnes;ln entirely in imy charge,” sald M.
Hodgeoh, “and I ami dé¢termined to have it a
sucoens.  We have bullta large fire proofl
brici:  wurchouse, covetlng - ona e,
or 200x225 {rot, 45,000 square feet. We hnve
suother stsller warehpune for storing grain,
bagging and heavy grocerles. " We sell cotton.
for everyboc y, and havds warehouss capacity
of 15,000 “iles. - We kl]ve the highest graces
#nd obtain the highest possibie - prices on alt
cotton entrusied to our keeping. We aiso
make liberal advances op cotton stored with
ny.  We have plenty ol means with which to
make 1l advances,i and we do'it. With
oar cotton interests, thesum of our business
foots up $t,100,000.”
After & ok at the building, which is three
stories high and 85x75 fept, | wended my way
to the oftice of L
ORR 4 HUNTER,
the laryest brokerage dedlers in Athens. ‘This
is comparatively a new- house, having only
been in existence sbout four Vears. Mr. Ofr
came here from Newnan, Mr; Hunter belng
& native Athenian. Sald Mr. O
to my {nquiry about the pros
‘L'Yet, wo are now on ‘the hig
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road center, and we, with the oth
ing to J,o\n Ii
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