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Permanent and Temp Water Trades 1983-2010 
Southern Murray Darling Basin 

In 2010 ~ 1.5 MAF in Temp Trades, 1 MAF Permanent 

Also Note Enviro Purchases in 2009 and 2010 

In 2010  

 $3B in trades 

 15,000 transactions 

 Trades done in less than 2 weeks 
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Major Australian Water Reforms Since 1994 

ÅPolicy Reforms 

Å 2004 National Water Initiative* 

Å National Water Commission* 

Å Water Rights Simplification 

Å Water Markets* 

Å $13B AUD Program = $200B US* 

Å Sustainability 

Å Mandatory Water Planning* 

ÅUrban Water Reform 

Å Consolidation of water providers 

Å Independent Price Setter 

ÅInfrastructure 

Å Large Desal Plants  

in Every Major City* 

Å Water Recycling 

Å Interbasin Transfers 

Å Rainwater Harvesting 

Å Ag Infrastructure - $2B in  

Northern Victoria 

Å Conservation 

Å Very little outdoor watering 

Å Target 155 L/P/D 

Å Science 

Å CSIRO Sustainable Yields Study* 

Å Water Rights Reordering 

Å 1. Critical Human Needs  

Å 2. Environmental Water 

Å$3B AUD Federal Purchase 

Å 3. All Other Uses 

  

 

Darling River, New South Wales 
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 Timeline of Decline and Reform 

Darling River, New South Wales 

Lake Hume on Murray at 6% Full, ~ 2008 

Darling Tributary in Drought 

Murray Mouth Almost Closed 

Toowomba, QLD 1/11 

Broken Hill, NSW 9/09 

The Driest Inhabited Continent 
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Å1 Megaliter (ML) ~= 1 Acre-foot (AF) 

ïActually 1 ML = 0.8 AF 

ïIf $400/ML then = $500/AF 

Å1 Gigaliter (GL) = 1000 Acre-feet (KAF) 

Å$1 AUD = $1 USD 

Å ά.ŀǊōƛŜέ Ґ .ŀǊōŜǉǳŜ DǊƛƭƭ 

ÅάUniέ Ґ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

Åά9ƴǘƛǘƭŜƳŜƴǘέ Ґ tŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ wƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ²ŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴ a[ 

Åά!ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴέ  Ґ !ƴƴǳŀƭ !ƳƻǳƴǘΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ҈ ƻǊ a[ 

ÅάIŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƪŀƴƎŀǊƻƻ ƭƻƻǎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻǇ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪέ 

 

 

 

Critical Vocabulary  
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Oz ς The Land where everything seems Odd 
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Rainfall, Temperatures, Storage, Water Use 

Darling River, New South Wales 

Rainfall Anomalies from 1900 Temperature  Anomalies from 1900 

Growth in Storage and Use from 1920 Growth in Total and State Use from 1920  
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Water Reform Timeline 1994 - 2012 

Å 1994 ï COAG Water Reform Framework ï   

Å SPLIT IT, PRICE IT, TRADE IT,  

   Maximize NATIONAL Welfare 

Å 1995 ï MDB CAP on Diversions 

Å 1998 ï Pilot Interstate Water Trading 

Å 2004 ï COAG Agrees on a National Water Initiative 

Å 2007--  Federal Water Act 2007 

Å Sustainable Diversion Limits 

Å Commonwealth Env Water Holder Created 

Å Buy from Willing Sellers 

Å 2008 ï Murray Darling Basin Authority Created  

Å 2009 ï Water for the Future 

Å $13B to Water Reform 

Å 2010 ï Guide to Basin Plan Announced 

Å 30% Reductions Proposed 

Å 2011 ï Windsor Inquiry and New Basin Plan 

Å 27% Reductions 

Å 2012 Commonwealth Approval? 

 

 

 

Murray Mouth 

2010 


