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 Metropolitan Water District  
of Southern California 

Â Regional water wholesaler to 6 counties 

ς5,200 square mile service area 

Â 26 Member Agencies 

Â ~19 million residents 

Â Regional economy: $1 trillion 

Â Retail demand in 2009:  

ς4 million acre-feet 

ςProvided about ½ of retail demands 
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Metropolitan Service Area Supplies 
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Partnered Local Supplies   
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aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴΩǎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ 
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Lessens Learned 
 

Â Transfers can be effectively implemented to meet 
water supply needs 

Â For large agencies, individually developed transfer 
partnerships are more successful than a state 
drought water bank 

Â Transfer structure has huge effect on its success 
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Transfers Refilled 

Colorado River Aqueduct 
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A tale of 2 transfers: 
PVID/MWD vs. IID/SDCWA  

Â¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ /!Ωǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 
on Colorado River Water 

Â Both long-term transfers 
ςPVID/MWD through 2040 

ςIID/SDCWA through 2047, may be be renewed to 2077 

Â Provide similar water supply benefits 
ςPVID/MWD 30,000 to 120,000 AF per year 

ςIID/SDCWA ramping from 10,000 AF to 200,000 AF per year 

Â Transfers viewed differently by local communities 
ςPVID region very supportive of transfer 

ςTransfer very unpopular in IID region 


