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Western Governors' Association

Policy Resolution 10-19
Longer Combination Vehicles
A.
BACKGROUND

1. The American West encompasses a huge land mass representing over two-thirds of the entire country.  The vast distances across the West clearly illustrate the need for efficient surface freight movement of goods.

2. Improving the efficiency of surface transportation system can reduce dependence on foreign oil and diesel engine emissions resulting in positive impacts on the global climate and the health of our citizens.

3. One way to improve freight system performance may be through the use of more efficient vehicle combinations.

4. In the United States, state regulation of longer combination vehicles (LCVs) have not changed because of a federal freeze enacted in 1991. 

5. A Federal Highway Administration study requested by the Western Governors’ Association found that a limited increase in the use of LCVs in the thirteen western states where LCVs are already allowed could reduce heavy truck vehicle miles traveled by 25% in 2010, reduce fuel consumption and emissions by 12%, reduce highway noise by 10%, and save shippers $2 billion a year. However, the study found that these changes could also increase transportation infrastructure and enforcement costs to states, and could have undesirable effects of shifting freight from rail to trucks. Finally, the study was unable to evaluate the impact of LCVs on safety because of inadequate data and monitoring systems.
6. Several individual state Department’s of Transportation and the Western Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials remain concerned about the safety issues related to LCVs, additional infrastructure costs, additional personnel costs for states to impose and oversee special LCV regulations, routes and operators, emissions impact of shifting freight from rail to trucks, and the real-world effect on congestion and drivers from a proliferation of LCVs.
7. FHWA and WASHTO recommend that before any pilot programs are initiated, that their possible impacts are carefully studied and that adequate safety monitoring and enforcement processes are put in place.
B.
GOVERNORS’  POLICY STATEMENT  
1. Western Governors call on Congress to allow the Department of Transportation to consider proposals from interested western states to establish and operate pilot test programs to evaluate the benefits and costs of additional LCV routes, vehicle configurations and operating conditions.
C.

GOVERNORS’ MANAGEMENT DIRECTIVES
1. The Western Governors’ Association will transmit this resolution to the Secretary of Transportation and to the Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the relevant Congressional committees.
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