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Western Governors  Wildlife Council 

2007: Western Governors  policy 

2008:  Formation of Western 

Governors  Wildlife Council 

2009: MOU for federal support to states  

2010: Wildlife mapping underway in 

each state ï pilot projects launched 

2011: Federal agreement enhanced 

2012: Draft crucial habitat - ñtestingò 

2013: Governorsô deadline for public 

release 



Wildlife Council Vision 

Å Identify key wildlife corridors and crucial habitats, and 

develop and coordinate policy options and tools for 

preserving those landscapes. 

 

 

Å Provide a user friendly online tool for  

     parties to access consistent wildlife  

     information  across political  boundaries  

     to better inform land use planning. 



CHAT in 2013 
· Identification of crucial habitats for multiple species of fish and wildlife,  

important wildlife corridors across Western states 

 

· Non-regulatory West-wide CHAT displaying wildlife information at 

relevant scales across the entire Western U.S. 

 

· Individual GIS-based tools in several states 

 



Landscape/ 

Ecoregional 

Planning  

Land Use 

Assessment 

Project  

Decisions 

Å Proactive efforts to prevent threatened and 

endangered species 

Å Planning for inter -state energy corridors and 

transmission lines  

Å Responding to connectivity and climate 

adaptation needs  

Å Broad energy development plans  

Å Environmental Impact Statements  

Å Resource management/land use plan 

revisions 

Å Mitigation/restoration priorities  

Guides more detailed discussions about:  

Å Infrastructure development  

Å Wildlife corridor /movement needs  

Å Conservation easements 

Å Land acquisitions/exchanges  

CHAT: Benefits Across Scales 



Available State CHATs 

ÅCalifornia Areas of Conservation Emphasis (ACE) 

ÅMontana Crucial Areas Planning System (CAPS) 

ÅWashington Priority Habitat Species (PHS On Line) 

Å5-state Southern Great Plains CHAT - Lesser Prairie 

Chicken 

ÅArizona s HabiMap 

ÅWyoming s WISDOM 



Arizona s HabiMap 
www.habimap.org 



Southern Great Plains CHAT 
http://www.kars.ku.edu/geodata/maps/sgpchat/ 



Montana s CAPS 
fwp.mt.gov/gis/maps/caps  



California ACE 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/ace/ 


