
Western Governors’ Association 
Western Governors’ Wildlife Council Meeting 

John Harja 
Utah Governor’s Office &  
Chair, Western Governors’ 

Wildlife Council   

November 3, 2011 

 
Integrating Wildlife Information into 

WECC’s Planning for Generation  



Presentation Overview 

 
 Western Governors’ Wildlife Council 
 Identification and conservation of crucial 

wildlife habitats and corridors in West 

 Regional Transmission Expansion 
Planning Process 
 Analysis of transmission requirements 

under future scenarios   
 



Western Governors’ Wildlife Council  
Crucial Habitat Assessment Tools  

CHATs that are presently available : 
• Montana Crucial Areas Planning 

System 
• Southern Great Plains CHAT  
     (Lesser Prairie Chicken only) 
• Washington Priority Habitat and 

Species System  
 
CHATs expected by early 2012: 
• Arizona 
• Wyoming 
• California 
 
2013: West-Wide CHAT (17 WGA 
states) 
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RTEP and Wildlife  

o  WGA is working with WECC to incorporate new policy drivers into WECC’s 
planning processes. 

o The goal is to help projects more easily proceed from planning to development 
by increasing early considerations of wildlife, water and air quality 
information. 
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WGA Wildlife Activities 

How can policy balance siting of renewable energy 
facilities and transmission lines with conserving 
sensitive wildlife areas? 

 
o Ensure states develop GIS-based Crucial 

Habitat Assessment Tools (CHATs) for wildlife 
information across political jurisdictions 
 

o Provide input into decisions relating to 
future generation assumptions, based on 
wildlife sensitivity information from state CHATs.  
 

o Work with the National Renewable Energy 
Lab to develop examples of spatial mapping of the 
overlap between renewable resource zones and areas 
with crucial habitat for wildlife and use this 
information develop a protocol with WECC as to 
how wildlife information is used in transmission 
planning. 
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Overlaying Wildlife Information with 
Generation Resources 



Value of Integrating Wildlife Information 

 It can be used to conceptually place renewable 
generation in the appropriate QRA’s for the 
respective scenarios 

 It can be used to assess the viability of any 
respective scenario 

 It can ultimately guide developer decisions 
 It is critical that transmission plans fully include 

wildlife information 
 It can inform the work of the EDTF 



Conclusion 

Western Governors’ Wildlife Council vision:   
 Identify and display key wildlife corridors and crucial 

wildlife habitats in the West. 
 Develop and coordinate policy options and tools for 

conserving those landscapes.   
 
RTEP is a key step to improving incorporation of fish 

and wildlife into regional energy planning decisions 
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